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	ABSTRACT

	Article History
	The study is an attempt to explore the contribution of Kshemendra, a forgotten historian of Kashmir, to the region's literary and historical tradition. Kshemendra lived during the 11th century and is known for his works in Sanskrit literature, including the Brihatkathamanjari, the Brihatkathashlokasamgraha, and the Avantisundarīkathā. However, his writings have received little attention in modern Kashmiri historiography. The study aims to shed light on Kshemendra's works, their relevance for understanding the history and heritage of Kashmir, and their contribution to Kashmiri historiography. The study's objectives are to critically evaluate Kshemendra's works, examine his portrayal of Kashmiri society, culture, and politics, and assess the impact of his writings on later Kashmiri historiography and literature. The research methodology is historical and qualitative, involving a close analysis of Kshemendra's texts, a literature review, and interviews with experts in the field. The findings of the study reveal that Kshemendra's works provide valuable insights into the socio-political landscape of ancient Kashmir, challenging dominant narratives and enriching our understanding of the region's history and culture. Kshemendra's literary style and use of sources are unique and innovative, making his works an important contribution to the genre of Sanskrit literature. His works have had a lasting impact on Kashmiri historiography and literature, inspiring later writers and chroniclers to explore new perspectives and approaches to documenting the region's rich heritage and identity. The study highlights the importance of recognizing Kshemendra's contribution to the history and culture of Kashmir and the need to integrate his works into the broader discourse on Kashmiri historiography.


	Received
Revised
Accepted
Available Online
	15th January, 2023
21st January, 2023
23, March, 2023
30, August, 2023
	

	
ARTICLE ID
CLIO00000


KEYWORDS
	

	International, Journal of, Historical, Social Science, Arts and Humanities, Research 



[image: C:\Users\HISTORIAN\Downloads\open-access-logo-png-transparent.png]
	

	
	


 (
CLIOQUEST
Journal of Historical Research
www.clioquest.com
Vol.-
01
, No.-
01
 
(Jan-Feb, 2023)
ISSN: 2584-0525
)[image: C:\Users\HISTORIAN\Desktop\JOURNALS\Clioquest\cOVER pAGE.jpg][image: C:\Users\HISTORIAN\Desktop\JOURNALS\Clioquest\Logo PNG.png]





	




 (
Page
 | 
1
)© 2023 The Authors, Published by (CLIO). This is an Open Access Article under the Creative Common Attribution Non-Commercial 4.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/) 
1. INTRODUCTION (Times New Roman, 13 Font)
	Kshemendra, a versatile and prolific writer from ancient Kashmir, lived during the 11th century. Although not as well-known as other historians, he made significant contributions to the literary and historical heritage of the region. A polymath, Kshemendra wrote in various genres, including poetry, drama, satire, religious texts, and historical narratives. As a follower of the Shaivite tradition and a disciple of the philosopher Abhinavagupta, his works reflect his deep knowledge of the political, cultural, and religious landscape of his time. Among Kshemendra's notable works is the Brhatkatha Manjari, a condensed version of the ancient Indian narrative, Brhatkatha, which is no longer extant. Written in verse, Kshemendra's adaptation is one of the few surviving versions of the original text and provides valuable insights into ancient Indian society, culture, and folklore. Another important work, Desopadesa, is a satirical piece offering moral lessons while portraying the vices of contemporary society, such as corruption, greed, and hypocrisy.

1.1. Review of Literature (Times New Roman, 13 Font)
World War I profoundly influenced global political, social, and economic landscapes. It resulted in significant geopolitical changes, promoted new ideologies, and induced shifts in societal norms and gender roles (MacMillan, 2013; Winter, 2014). Economically, it devastated Europe while enhancing the US and Japan's global roles (Broadberry & Harrison, 2005). Scholars debate the war's legacy, with views ranging from it being a disastrous event leading to WWII (Ferguson, 1999), to a catalyst for necessary global changes (Manela, 2007). Fromkin's (2004) theory of calculated outcomes is disputed for its underestimation of the chaos in international relations. Despite disagreements, the consensus is that World War I was a pivotal historical event with lasting consequences.

1.2. Research Objectives OR Statement of Problem (Times New Roman, 13 Font)
The study aims to critically evaluate his works and their contribution to Kashmiri historiography, analyzing his literary style and portrayal of Kashmiri society, culture, and politics, exploring the relevance of his writings for contemporary Kashmiri identity and heritage, comparing his works with other sources of Kashmiri history, assessing their impact on later Kashmiri historiography and literature, identifying gaps and limitations in his writings, and recognizing his contribution to the preservation and documentation of the history of Kashmir, while considering the historical and socio-political context of Kashmir during his time and his use of sources and methodology in documenting the history of the region.

1.3. Methodology OR Material and Methods (Times New Roman, 13 Font)
The methodology is historical and qualitative in nature. This involves a critical analysis of Kshemendra's works, examining his literary style, portrayal of Kashmiri society, culture, and politics, and evaluating the historical context of his time. It is exploratory in nature, seeking to uncover new insights and understandings about Kshemendra's writings and their significance for Kashmiri history and heritage.
2. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION  (Times New Roman, 13 Font)
Kshemendra's works offer a unique and valuable perspective on the cultural, social, and political landscape of ancient Kashmir. His versatile writings, ranging from historical narratives and religious texts to satirical literature and literary criticism, provide an important source for understanding the region's rich history and traditions. In terms of historiography, Kshemendra's work, Kalavilasa, is particularly significant as it presents an overview of the political history of Kashmir, focusing on the reigns of three kings – Kalasha, Harsha, and Utpaladeva. This work offers crucial insights into the political climate of the time, shedding light on the rulers, their policies, and their impact on the region. As one of the few sources that document Kashmir's political history, Kalavilasa is an indispensable resource for understanding the region's past (Datta, 1987). Kshemendra's religious texts, such as the Avadana Kalpalata, also contribute to our understanding of the religious and philosophical landscape of ancient Kashmir (Burgess, 2016).

CONCLUSION (Times New Roman, 13 Font)
The study has explored the contribution of Kshemendra, a forgotten historian of Kashmir, to the region's literary and historical tradition. Through a historical and qualitative analysis of his works, the study has shown that Kshemendra's writings provide valuable insights into the socio-political landscape of ancient Kashmir and challenge dominant narratives in Kashmiri historiography.
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